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Dedication of Great Synagogue
1
 

Rev A P Bender z’l 

 

בתוכם  ושכנתי מקדש  לי  ועשו  

“And let them make me a Sanctuary;  

that I may dwell among them.”  

Exodus XXV, 8. 

 

September 13th, 1905 

Probably nowhere do we realize more vividly than close to what has been aptly called the “illimitable 

veldt” the all transcending greatness and immensity of God. Here we feel irresistibly impelled to 

declare with the wisest of Israel’s sons, “Behold heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 

Thee; how much less this house that I have built.” Yet like the immortal teachers of our race we cling 

to the fond conviction that since He that inhabiteth eternity dwelleth with him also that is of contrite 

and humble spirit, He will condescend to let some portion of His glory rest within the little Sanctuary 

which His children have erected to His honour. And thus we dedicate today this House of Prayer unto 

Him who humbleth Himself to behold the things that are in heaven and in the earth. And like King 

Solomon of old, we spread forth our hands in humility and good hope towards Heaven and beseech 

Him who is the Holy One of Israel, to have respect unto our souls before Him in this Holy Place, and 

to cause us to realise the fulness of Joy which is in His presence, the pleasures which are at His right 

hand for evermore. 

“And let them make me a Sanctuary: that I may dwell among them.” In what I have already said, I 

have implied the impossibility of erecting a worthy sanctuary to Him unto whom belongeth “the earth 

and the fulness thereof; the world and those that dwell therein.” Surely then you will exclaim “We 

have laboured for nought and vanity.” But let me remind you of a striking passage in our Rabbinical 

literature which will bring home to you the truth taught by the great Hebrew prophet: “In whatsoever 

place I shall cause my name to be remembered, I will come unto thee and will bless thee.” It is related 

that when the Man of God received from his Divine Master the charge to erect the Tabernacle in the 

wilderness, he burst forth in the anguish of his despair: How can mortal hands accomplish work of 

such a magnitude? The God2 soothed his perturbed spirit with the words “I demand only that which 

they can fulfil.” That is, every Israelite who prepares his heart to be a sanctuary worthy of Him who is 

the perfection of purity and love and truth, will find the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords claiming 

kindred within it and will be enabled to feel the ineffable blessedness which is experienced by those 

who live in the realized consciousness of God’s presence amongst them. 

Let me then impress upon you the one simple but perennial lesson that is suggested to us by this holy 

convocation. If we desire and expect that the God of the spirits of all flesh shall draw near unto us, we 

must first draw near unto Him. We must put away all sinister and sordid thoughts and longings from 

our minds; we must turn away our eyes from beholding vanity; we must uplift our souls in truth to 

Him of whose spirit we are part, in fine, we must purify our nature, so that we become worthy to stand 

in the holy place of God and to receive His revelation to our spirit and His answer to our unvoiced or 

 
1 Originally published in BENDER, A. P. 1952. Sabbath sermons and sermons for festivals and special 

occasions. V2. Cape Town Hebrew Congregation. 139-142; Reverend Alfred Phillip Bender was Chief Minister 

of the Cape Town Hebrew Congregation 1895-1937, which is today known as The Garden’s Shul. 
2 Ed: interesting use of ‘God’ here! 

https://southafricantorahjournal.co.za/


SOUTH AFRICAN TORAH JOURNAL                                                                 SHVUOS 5780 1(3) 

https://southafricantorahjournal.co.za  
7 

expressed supplications. Hence it will not suffice for us to enter into these gates merely with 

thanksgiving and praise upon our lips. We must, in our ordinary everyday life, in our social 

intercourse and business relations with our fellow-beings, in our contact with our equals, our 

dependents, and our inferiors; in our consideration for the needs of the poor, the sick and the 

suffering, in our patriotic devotion to the ideals of our race and our country, in short, in our love and 

our work for the beautiful, the good, the high, the noble, the holy and the true – we must show that we 

are, in every deed, children of the Lord our God and have a right to abide within His home. 

Otherwise, will our ceremonial of this afternoon be a mere perfunctory and vapid performance, 

devoid of all benignant influence over our character and our life, and surviving only as the memory of 

an ideal dimly cloistered in our soul and never brought to active realization – lost, faded, broken, 

dead, within an hour. 

Surely, my brother and sisters in Israel, you will all consecrate yourselves this day, not a a matter of 

formality and duty, but in love and in faithfulness to fulfil the traditions which you have inherited 

from your ancestors; the sublime teachings which you have seen illustrated in the home of your 

childhood and which appeal to you today with unabated force as a sacred charge from the father and 

the mother who have vanished from your sight. Hither you will bring in the years to come the free-

will offerings of your hearts for the advancement of your community and the diffusion of your 

religion. Here side by side with all those who are nearest and dearest to you, you will enter into 

intimate communion with Him who is nigh unto all them that call upon Him in truth. Here you will, I 

hope, and confidently believe, be prompted to stretch out the hand of goodfellowship, of sympathy, 

and of charity, to all those who differ from you in nationality and religion. Here you will, I am sure, 

be impelled to a true, whole-hearted and inflexible patriotism. Here you will learn to bear and to 

forbear; to give and to forgive. Here the ties which bind you to your kinsfolk, your friends and fellow-

citizens will become cemented and strengthened, drawing you ever closer together into a fraternity of 

love, working in joyous unison for the promotion of the welfare and progress of this town and its 

indwellers and of the country in which you enjoy the immeasurable blessings conferred by British 

freedom. And thus you will earn the reward which God has laid up for them that fear Him; which he 

has wrought for them that trust in Him in very deed before the children of men. 

And now, it only remains for me to express the pride and pleasure which I feel in being called upon to 

dedicate this Temple to the glory of Him who is above all blessings and praise. Earnestly do I trust 

that it may remain to you and all the members of the Jewish Community in this district an eloquent, 

although silent, symbol of the noble traditions of the past, a centre of religious and philanthropic 

inspiration, radiating the most unselfish and self-sacrificing spiritual effort, and the broadest 

unsectarian charity: a permanent home of all those influences which tend to beautify, to exalt, to 

sanctify, and thus to transfigure human life. And further I would express the gratitude of this 

assemblage to the architect whose ability and good taste designed this building: to the skilled 

workmen who constructed it so successfully, and last, but not least, to all those who have contributed 

of their time, their labour and their money to bring about its erection. Upon all these and upon all who 

are present here this day, I humbly and heartily invoke the blessing of our Father Who is in heaven. 

May He to Whom we all alike turn for guidance, for comfort, for support, on the way of life, be with 

us henceforth, and keep us in all our ways, that our life may represent a sublime and unending service 

of dedication to Him Who is its source, until each of us shall become, so to speak, a living Sanctuary 

in which is spirit may dwell for ever and ever.  
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