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Preface 

 

Chut HaMeshulash Lo Bimheira Yinaseik – a three bound chord is not easily broken.1 

With a glad heart I present here the third issue of the South African Torah Journal, which is also the 

last one for 5780, the issue for Shvuos. 

There are a few new things to this issue, one being that I have decided to do what I have seen some 

editors do elsewhere, which is briefly introduce the contents of the current issue, in a way, whet the 

reader’s appetite. 

Here you’ll find articles written by two Reverends from South African Jewry’s past. The term 

‘Reverend’ is a peculiar title prevalent 100 years ago, and yet two very different styles are evident in 

their writing and in turn display the origins of each as being honed within either the English or the 

Lithuanian Tradition.  

These should be read bearing in mind the times they were written in. Both lived in a South Africa 

where they encountered a very prejudiced and racialized society that eventually developed into 

Apartheid.  

In particular, in the case of Reverend Bender, it was shortly after the Anglo-Boer war, in the midst of 

heavy immigration from Eastern Europe, pre-WWI, and pre-Union (1910), therefore still a British 

Colony. 

In the case of Reverend Lipkin, it was post WWI, with rising anti-semitism in South Africa (1930 

immigration quota act/1933 Greyshirts) and pre-WWII. 

Reverend Lipkin’s article deals with Shvuos and how it is a joyous celebration of life.  

Reverend Bender’s article is a sermon delivered upon the dedication of a new shul, namely Gardens 

Shul. As we reenter our shuls around the country, is it not an opportunity for our own rededication, as 

individuals and as a community, of our own communal places of prayer and study? Is there not a 

moment here, due to our absence from them, where we can come to see our shuls and batei midrash in 

a new light and hopefully gain a greater appreciation of their function in our communities? Let’s take 

this opportunity and allow it to revitalize us to shape our shul and shul experience into the way we 

would like them to become.  

As to the continuation of multiple series from the previous issue, we take a break from Rabbi 

Finkelstein’s series while the Tsuf D’vash poetry series continues. This issue also sees some lovely 

new Hebrew poetry by the talented Yehuda Amar.  

Finally, SATJ has its first Letter to the Editor, commenting on an article from the Purim 5780 issue. 

 

With much gratitude to Hashem for once again having the privilege of presenting another issue of 

SATJ 

I am yours 

Paysach Burke 

satorahjournal@gmail.com 

 
1 Koheles 4:12 

https://southafricantorahjournal.co.za/
mailto:satorahjournal@gmail.com

