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Preface 

Paysach Burke 

 

Baruch Hashem, it gives me great pleasure to present this, the 1st issue of the South African Torah 

Journal (SATJ). What you find here is the result of much planning, consulting, prayer and 

perseverance. I admit it can still be improved and value any feedback from the community of 

readers in order to offer a pristine publication.  

I sincerely hope you find this issue enjoyable, inspiring and intellectually stimulating. While you’ll 

find a diversity of Torah articles on offer, originality or novelty, in Hebrew, ‘chidush’, is the Journal’s 

focus. If you found any ideas here particularly daring, well that’s what I was going for, allowing a 

place for novel Torah ideas that sometimes are wonderfully refreshing and sometimes turn our 

world upside down. 

Besides the lengthy quality assurance process of preparing articles for publication, I encourage 

letters to the Editor as an additional safeguard for the perfection and truth of Torah and look 

forward to hearing from those for whom oraisa hu dkah mart’cha leih,  ‘those who are fired-up by 

Torah’.1 

If you have a chidush (an original or novel Torah idea) to share, then this is a place for you. Many are 

unaware of the amazing Torah talent that we are blessed with in South Africa.2 I hope that these 

words serve as a goad for more wonderful Torah to be unearthed as you start work on your next 

chidush.3 

There is no end to thanking Divinity, ‘for everything is from You, and from Your Own we have given 

You’.4 Having been allowed to get this far, I hope my efforts prove worthy of the holy task before 

me. 

Thank you to those who gave valuable advice. Thank you, too, to the article contributors and 

reviewers, without whom this Journal would not exist. 

 

With joyous blessings for a Chanuka sameach 

Yours 

Paysach Burke 

satorahjournal@gmail.com 

 

 
1 Ta’anis 4a 
2 Y.D. 241.21 end of Ramo; Nedarim 62a 
3 Chagiga 3a 
4 I Divrei HaYamim 29:14  
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